
A.A. and Alcoholism 

A.A. is concerned solely with the personal recovery and continued 
sobriety of individual alcoholics who turn to the Fellowship for help. 
Alcoholics Anonymous does not engage in the fields of alcoholism 
research, medical or psychiatric treatment, education, or propaganda 
in any form, although members may participate in such activities as 
individuals.  

The Fellowship has adopted a policy of “cooperation but not affiliation” 
with other organizations concerned with the problem of alcoholism.  

Traditionally, Alcoholics Anonymous does not accept or seek financial 
support from outside sources, and members preserve personal 
anonymity in print and broadcast media and otherwise at the public 
level.  

A.A. experience has always been made available freely to all who 
sought it — business people, spiritual leaders, civic groups, law 
enforcement officers, health and welfare personnel, educators, 
representatives of military establishments, institutional authorities, 
representatives of organized labor, and many others. But A.A. never 
endorses, supports, becomes affiliated with, or expresses an opinion 
on the programs of others in the field of alcoholism, since such actions 
would be beyond the scope of the Fellowship’s primary purpose.  

A.A.’s relations with professional groups, agencies, facilities, and 
individuals involved with the problems of alcoholism are handled by 
the trustees’ Committee on Cooperation with the Professional 
Community. Mutual understanding and cooperation between A.A. 
members and others who work with alcoholics are the concerns of this 
standing committee of the General Service Board. 
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